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I mean to say that we there devoted ourselves to the
study and practice of the language, and began to re-
duce it to rules; in this it was necessary to be at once
both master and pupil to oneself, with incredible
difficulty. Thence, at the end of three years we
went with flying colors, so to speak, to Ossosané, one
of the principal villages of the whole country; the
next year, to Teanaustayaé, the most important vil-
lage of all, leaving and entirely abandoning the first
residence, for lack of inhabitants there, and of per-
sons capable of profiting by our labors,—mnearly all
being scattered or dead from the malady, which
seems to be, not without reason, a punishment from
Heaven for the contempt that they showed for the
[27] favor of the visit that the divine goodness had
procured for them.

At the outset, we gave special care to the children
and to elderly sick persons who were near death;
these we did not allow to die without Baptism, or at
least without instruction to those who most needed
it, our Fathers freely entering all the cabins for this
purpose. This is a boon and an advantage which
cannot be estimated; and those whom it almost cost
their lives several times, as may be seen in the Rela-
tion of last year, are so satisfied with this victory that
they would expose a thousand more lives, if they had
them, to maintain it.

In the general and individual instructions, as also
in our journeys or missions, we occasionally gain a
few souls, although for the present there are usually
only mockeries and threats,— which will be, I hope,
the seed that shall produce, in its own time, the fruit
of the Gospel, and the general subjection of these
people to the faith.



